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OPEN HOUSE – The Children’s Academy will be hosting an Open House Thursday, January 21st  from 
6:30 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.  Please tell your friends and neighbors about this wonderful opportunity to 
view the school, meet the teachers and gain an understanding of the Montessori education that 
your children receive at The Academy. 
 
THANK YOU – To Vicente’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gonzalez for their presentation about Argentina. 
We learned the tango by watching Mr. and Mrs. Gonzales dance for us and we were all able to try 
a few steps.  It is a very beautiful dance.  We all had a great time!  Mrs. Gonzalez showed us a 
beautiful book of Patagonia and many other pictures.  We learned that Spanish is spoken in 
Argentina and that Argentina has a varied landscape. 
 
LOST AND FOUND – Our lost and found now includes many dishes, cookie trays and pans as well as 
a leather adults glove left at the Holiday Show.  If any of these items belong to your family, please 
come into The Academy to claim them.   
 
SNACK – Thank you to Marco, Mia, and Abigail for sharing snack with their friends. 
 
 
LITTLE ROOM - Mrs. Lombardi and Mrs. Simmons -    
 

PRACTICAL LIFE – Lid matching and container opening were shown.  
SENSORIAL – A shape stacking activity was introduced.  The children stack the appropriate 

shape on the corresponding peg and the challenge of stacking the shapes in the same color order 
for each peg was presented as well.  The Baric Tablets were shown which have the children 
differentiate from lightest to heaviest weight.   

MATH – We have introduced the concept of fractions with a disc fraction activity.  We’ve 
further supported this work during our snack time when we divide our pretzels from whole to halves 
to fourths.   

LANGUAGE - We continue to discuss the parts of a book.  We’ve been “illustrators” 
ourselves this week as we worked on our own books for both shape review and Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day.  

CULTURAL – Small cultural dolls from around the globe were shown to the children to 
encourage our children to understand that are similarities are greater than our differences.  

     
  
TRANSITIONAL ROOM – Mrs. Tschopp and Mrs. Bottiglieri –This week we talked about the sun. We 
learned that the sun is really a star and it gives us heat and light. We also learned that the Earth is 
just far enough away to make our planet the perfect temperature for us. 
              PRACTICAL LIFE- Our new activities were small pouring to challenge the children and 
concentrate on their movements in order to be successful. Snow clipping and water pouring were 
added to refine small motor skills and increase concentration. 
 SENSORIAL –Winter pom-pom sorting and tin can nesting was added to our shelf to 
develop sorting skills. 
 MATH –Our new activities were muffin pan hearts and dice counting. Both activities 
reinforce number recognition, counting and quantities. 



 LANGUAGE –The children have been working hard in our language area practicing their 
writing skills and letter sounds. Our new activity was snowman building sequencing cards. This helps 
the children with their sequencing skills. 
 CULTURAL –Our new activity this week was space bingo. The children enjoy finding planets, 
comets and rockets on their bingo card. 
 ART – We used red, yellow and orange paint to make a giant sun to warm up our 
transitional room and help us remember that the sun is an important part of our solar system. 
 
               
              SOUND OF THE WEEK – For the week of:  “m” as in mouse 
 

BIG ROOM – Mrs. Sarno, Mrs. Smith, Ms. Dixon and Mrs. Gerst -  
 

PRACTICAL LIFE – Chopsticks are improving our fine motor skills and eye hand coordination.  
We are packing our grocery bag with healthy foods so we can be good helpers and shoppers at 
the supermarket.  New activities were introduced to help us care for our environment.  The swiffer 
duster is helping us keep our classroom shelves clean.  While wearing safety goggles to protect our 
eyes, we are learning to hammer nails and sand wood so we may help with future home repairs.  
The large flashlight has also been added to our shelves.  We are cleaning our hands, peeling 
oranges and serving our friends.  

SENSORIAL – The cymbals and hand drum were introduced as a welcome addition to our 
music basket.  This further demonstrates the differences in sound.  The bug cards showed us 
differences in length.  The large hexagonal box and the rectangular box help us to recognize 
differences in perception and dimension.  They also help to prepare for geometry.  This week our 
tasting samples were kidney beans and chick peas.  Both were equally enjoyed.   

MATH – We have begun working on our number rolls.  These will stay in school until the end 
of the year.  This helps the children learn sequencing of numbers and their progression.  Other new 
activities added to our shelves, is frog counting, magnetic number sequencing, and mitten dot –to- 
dot. 

LANGUAGE – We will all be making our own name and address controls which will be 
placed on the front of our journals.  The controls will help writing skills as well as learning to recite 
their own names, addresses and phone numbers.  

CULTURAL –  We took a trip to Germany with Katie!  She has just recently vacationed there 
and was able to help us discuss the length of the trip, the weather and differences and similarities 
between Germany and the United States.  Our box of Germany is now on the shelf as well as the 
German flag.  The box contains many souvenirs of the country including a teddy bear dressed in 
traditional clothing, a stein and postcards.  A special thank you to Katie for remembering The 
Academy and bringing home a postcard to add to our collection.  

SOCIAL STUDIES – We discussed Dr. Martin Luther King.  Thanks to Dr. King and his peaceful 
protests, we are able to all go to school together and be anything we want to be.  Dr. King had a 
dream…and we are living it. 

SCIENCE – What happens to food when it gets old?  We took a variety of food samples 
(breads, fruit, and cottage cheese) and we’ll be observing and discussing the results as they 
develop.  Our liquid freezing experiment from last week had some interesting results.  The soda and 
water were frozen solid.  The honey, syrup and oil became thicker and the ketchup didn’t freeze at 
all! 

ART – With the cold January weather, igloos were being constructed in our 
classroom…burr! 

 
              VOCABULARY – strike, protest, peaceful, mold, mildew, fungus 

 
SOUND OF THE WEEK - For the week of: January 19th            “m” mouse 
     January 25th             “p” pan      
 

           
French for the following week – We will be practicing the days of the week and the alphabet this 
week.  Nous pratiquerons les jours de la semaine et de l’alphabet cette semaine. 

 



 
 
CALENDAR REMINDER 
 
 

January 18th    Monday   No School  
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 
January 21st    Thursday   Open House (6:30 pm – 8:30 pm) 
 
February 15th – 18th   Monday – Friday  No School – Presidents  
         Week 
 

 
   THE ACADEMY – A Great Place To Be!!! 

  
           

 


