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VALENTINE’S DAY  - Valentine’s Day will be celebrated in the Big Room and Transitional Room on 
Friday, February 12th, and the Little Room will have two parties one on Thursday, February 11th and 
Friday the 12th.   
 
Big Room – 29 Students 
Transitional Room – 16 Students 
Little Room – (2 day) 12 Students 
Little Room – (3 day) 12 Students 
* Five Day Little Room students will need 24 Valentine’s 
 
 
Cards should be signed but please DO NOT put specific names on Valentine’s Day cards to 
classmates. 
 
THANK YOU …..  To alumni Riley Hack-Juman for visiting with us this week.  We enjoyed hearing 
about his school days at Farbrook! 
 
SNACK – Thank you to Marco for bringing snack to share with his friends.  
 
LITTLE ROOM - Mrs. Lombardi and Mrs. Simmons -    
We welcome the month of February with the color - red, the number - 6 and the shape - heart.  
 

PRACTICAL LIFE – A measuring spoon activity was introduced.  The children pour spices 
from a small container into a measuring spoon and then into a bowl.  When complete, they open 
the lid of the original container, spoon the spices back in and close the lid.  This task combines 
many skills; spooning, pouring and container opening and these all support the development of 
small muscle control, hand eye coordination and the ability to follow multiple steps in a particular 
sequence.  

SENSORIAL – A new smelling activity was show.  These miniature jars appear to be identical 
but the scents are very different.  This work offers the opportunity to expand our vocabulary as well 
as our sense of smell as we explore, describe and match. 

MATH – The sandpaper number 6 was added.  Along with number recognition the children 
are working on proper sequencing.  The sandpaper shape heart was show.   

ART – We have been contributing to the bulletin board in the Academy hallway.   
We are so proud to have our art work hung up for everyone to see.  

CULTURAL – In honor of Valentine’s Day we are inviting our Little Room students to bring 
pictures of the people that they love for classroom bulletin board. 

 
TRANSITIONAL ROOM – Mrs. Tschopp and Mrs. Bottiglieri –This month we will be learning about wild 
and domestic animals as well as animals from around the world. This week we talked about the 
differences between wild and domestic animals. We now know that wild animals can take care of 
themselves, while domestic animals need people to care for them. 
              PRACTICAL LIFE- Our new activities this week were valentine lacing cards. This activity 
refines small motor skills and builds concentration. Valentine tweezing was also added to refine 
small motor skills as well. 
 SENSORIAL –Pom-pom sorting was shown to reinforce logical sorting. Heart nesting was also 
shown. This activity helps discriminate between large and small. 



 MATH – Our new activities were football counting and heart counting. Both of these 
activities reinforce number recognition, counting, and quantities. 
 LANGUAGE –Chalkboard letters were shown to help the children begin to form letters on 
their own without tracing. We also continue to use the sandpaper letters to help recognize letter 
sounds. 
    ART-The big game is this weekend! To show our spirit for our favorite team, the children 
laced footballs and even chose which team they were rooting for! 
 Cultural – we began speaking about black history. We discussed the history of African 
Americans and learned that a very long time ago they were used as slaves and were not always 
treated kindly. We also read about a very brave woman named Harriet Tubman who helped many 
slaves escape to the north to be free. 
Sound of the week: For the week of February 8th   w as in “wig”  
 
BIG ROOM – Mrs. Sarno, Mrs. Smith, Ms. Dixon and Mrs. Gerst -  
 

PRACTICAL LIFE – The pushpin Valentine heart and red lock and key are activities that 
enhance our pincer grip and improve eye hand coordination.  We are practicing opening and 
closing containers with the Valentine nesting tins and red nesting bowls with lids.  While filling our 
zippered toiletry bag with jars and bottles we are improving our fine motor skills and possibly 
preparing for our next vacation.  

SENSORIAL –Valentine pom – pom sorting and colored hearts further enhanced our ability 
to sort.  The heart patterns and winter photos tested our matching skills.  Color line placement used 
our small motor skills as well as our matching skills.  We added more bugs to our sizing cards.  This 
enabled us to further compare length and size.  We sampled two cheeses for tasting this week, 
mozzarella and fontina.  Both were different, and both were very good.  

MATH –We continue to reinforce our quantities of numbers by working with the 30 and 40 
golden bead trays.  New activities presented this week were sponge heart counting, heart eraser 
counting, heart dot – to – dot, valentine stamping, number rubbing, black board number writing, 
and ice cream cone counting. 

LANGUAGE – Our heart boxes are now on the shelf.  The silver one contains hearts and 
written number cards and our violet box contains pictures and word cards.  Both have their own 
control of error making it possible for all to work with.  Our newest freeze contains birds.  The freeze 
encourages children to recognize the whole word as well as gain an understanding of differences 
and similarities. 

CULTURAL – We traveled to Thailand this week.  We discovered what a beautiful country 
this is.  We learned that their traditional dress was made of silk.  Silk is a very popular material in 
Thailand.  Thank you to Ms. Dixon’s niece, Jacqueline Mikuski, who traveled there last month. She 
sent many postcards, and souvenirs teaching us about some of the customs from this beautiful 
place.   

SOCIAL STUDIES – We discussed the importance of Black History month.  We compared our 
skin color, hair color, and size, and concluded that we are all different and yet all alike.  We 
discussed many important people such as Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman, Jesse Owen, John Gibson, 
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  We will be coloring worksheets and reading books about our African 
American hero’s.   

SCIENCE – We made our own parachutes by using yarn, tissues and weights.  We 
discovered how air pushes, enabling the parachute to fall slowly.  We tried variations of chute 
material as well as weights. 

ART – We are creating beautiful Valentine’s Day cards for our family and friends.  
VOCABULARY – differences, similarities, parachute, Valentine, violin, segregation, equal 

rights, plantation, slaves, Underground Railroad 
 

SOUND OF THE WEEK - For the week of:  February 8th           “w”  wig 
      February 22nd         “k”  king 
 
 
French for the following week – This week we worked on verbs;  Cette semaine nous avons 

travaille les verbes; to sleep – dormer (doormir), to run – courir (courear), to dance – danser 
(danceh), to drink – boire (bawah), to eat – manger (mangeh). 



 
 
 
 

CALENDAR REMINDER 
 

February 11th   Thursday   P.A.C.A. Meeting 9:15 A.M. 
February 11th   Thursday   Educational Funding Seminar 
        6:30 to 8:30 P.M. 
February 11th & 12th   Thursday & Friday  Valentine celebrations 
February 15th – 18th   Monday – Friday  No School – Presidents  
                 Week 
 

 
   THE ACADEMY – A Great Place To Be!!! 

  
           

 


